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Sony creates standalone youth competition for Alpha Awards 2018 
The unique Youth category is now open to all aspiring young Australian 

photographers 
 

Chance to win up to $6,600 in prizes including Sony camera gear and an all-inclusive 
trip to Sydney 

 

\  
 

Grand Prize Winner of the 2017 Sony Alpha Awards Youth category, taken by Jack McKee 
 
 
SYDNEY, 14 March 2018 – The Sony Alpha Awards Youth category has now launched as a standalone 
competition for 2018, with all budding Australian photographers between the ages of 11-18 years old 
eligible to enter.  
 
Following the success of the inaugural Youth category last year, Sony has widened the competition in 
2018, providing an amazing opportunity for young photographers to showcase their work and win up to 
$4,600 worth of Sony Alpha camera equipment to take their talent to the next level.  
 
To enter, applicants can submit photos captured on any device, whether that’s a camera, tablet or 
smartphone, then upload to Instagram1 using the hashtag #AlphaAwardsYouth2 and tagging 
@sonyaustralia.	Entrants can submit as many photos as they like inspired by the chosen theme – 
‘Gritty’. The theme offers a lot of scope and is open to interpretation. Photos could include textures such 
as sand and mud, or capture anything from dirt biking to street art, or a mechanic getting their hands 
dirty while working on a vehicle.  

																																																													
1 As children under the age of 13 aren’t eligible to open an Instagram account, parents can use their account to 
submit photos on their child’s behalf 
2 Entrant’s Instagram profile needs to be public for entry to be visible	



 
 
 
Two finalists will be chosen by Sony, who will each win an Alpha camera and lenses, plus return flights 
to Sydney and accommodation so that they can attend the Sony Alpha Awards ceremony on Thursday, 
26 April 2018.  
 
To then determine an overall Youth winner, finalists and their parent or guardian will fly to Sydney for 
two days to take part in a camera workshop, hosted by a Sony Alpha camera specialist. This will be 
followed by a unique challenge in which participants will have a limited timeframe to take a photo with 
a Sony Alpha camera, and submit this for judging by Sony Digital Imaging Ambassador and travel 
influencer, Tyson Mayr.   

 
Jun Yoon, Head of Digital Imaging, Sony Australia and New Zealand says: “Sony is keen to support 
up and coming photography talent on their journey and we believe this tailored competition is an ideal 
platform to help showcase their work. The exclusive Sony Alpha camera workshop will also offer our 
finalists all the tools they need to further develop their photography skills. We hope this competition 
will fuel their enthusiasm and they will continue to enter Alpha Awards in the future.”  
 
Sony Digital Imaging Ambassador and travel influencer, Tyson Mayr, comments: “Sony’s Alpha 
cameras have been instrumental to my growth from amateur photographer to making photography my 
career, so I’m really excited to be judging the Youth category and giving that chance to the next 
generation of talent. I can’t wait to see what our young entrants put forward.” 
 
The overall winner will be announced by Mayr at the Sony Alpha Awards ceremony on Thursday, 26 
April 2018. 

To enter visit: www.sony.com.au/alphaawardsyouth 

Submissions will close on 2 April 2018. 
 
2018 Sony Alpha Awards, Youth category – Prize Summary 
 
Prizes: 
 
● Finalists: Return flights to Sydney (including accommodation, food and travel expenses, and two 

tickets to Alpha Awards) and a Sony Alpha camera (α6300) and two lenses valued at $2600.  
● Grand Prize: $2,000 of additional Sony camera gear including lenses and accessories.  
 

 
### 

 
Notes to Editors 

Please visit the website for rules and conditions of entries www.sony.com.au/alphaawardsyouth 

Key dates  

● 14 March, 2018 – entries for the Alpha Awards open 
● 2 April, 2018 – entries for the Alpha Awards close 
● 9 April, 2018 – shortlisted finalists contacted 
● 16 April, 2018 – finalists announced 
● 25 April, 2018 – finalists fly to Sydney for photo challenge  
● 26 April, 2018 – winner announced at Alpha Awards 2018 ceremony  

 
 
About Sony Alpha Awards: Now in its third year, the Sony Alpha Awards 2018 celebrates the greatest 
images captured on Sony Alpha cameras across Australia and New Zealand. In addition to the Youth 
category, there are seven other award categories on offer for photos captured on Alpha cameras, 
including Portrait, Landscape, Macro, Sports, Editorial, Nature and Abstract. 



 
About Sony: With a diverse portfolio of businesses across electronics, music, film, interactive games 
and telecommunications, Sony is uniquely positioned to be the world’s largest technology and 
entertainment company. Sony Australia Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Sony Corporation 
of Japan, and a leading manufacturer of audio, video, communications and information technology 
products for the consumer and professional markets. Committed to producing innovative and quality 
electronic products, the range includes BRAVIA TVs, Cyber-shot digital cameras, Handycam 
camcorders, α digital interchangeable lens cameras, Walkman MP3 players, headphones and other 
audio products, and HD professional broadcast equipment. For more information on Sony Australia, 
visit www.sony.com.au. 

Product Information: For further Sony product information or stockist details, readers can contact 
Sony Australia on 1300 720 071 or visit www.sony.com.au. For all trade and commercial enquiries, 
readers can contact the Directed Electronics Australia Team on 03 8331 4800 or email 
sony.sales@directed.com.au. 

Images: Product images can be downloaded from the Sony Australia Flickr site 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/sonyaustralia/sets. For assistance, please contact the Sony team at 
Adhesive PR at Sony@adhesivepr.com.au. 

Social Media: Stay up-to-date with Sony Australia competitions, events, product reviews and videos 
via Facebook - www.facebook.com/sonyaustralia, Instagram www.instagram.com/sonyaustralia and 
YouTube www.youtube.com/sonyaustralia.  


