
_FEATURE / iPOD SPEAKERS

Pump up your iPod
Alex Kidman tests 20 speaker sets with
iPod docks to find out which ones offer
the best bang for buck.

Apple has seemingly I1renneii
the ]Pad dock connector lo any
company able to strislg a pair
of spLukersiogether,whether,

they're with quality cables or
Mite of miniye-nibbled string. it
Can Uteri-fore lie cough is tell
whethera given iPod speaker
dock isactudlly wcn-ih the
asking price, and ti's critical
to listen to alto &,-i of %peakem
yatere considerl sghefure
handing over any cash.
Compared to pmioua WFad-
ripeaker roundups, one feature
we it-w a lot more of tills dyne
was IPhnae cnrnpatibillty.
IF you plug an IPhone into
an unelrielded I Wed dock, by
default WE suggest ewitr.hlug
off its phone components, net
Lu save power, but tueliminate
elect ni m ngeetic interference,
eirnclhing you've probably
experienced If yntr'vt put
any mobile phu is 100 close
to a speaker befom.Whiane
shielding costs money and
predictably, a shielded speaker
dock will cost a little more
ilian those Ihkt anrnit.'Phai
said, we were surprised by
the number offilCh-cood
docks that weren't shielded

Howwe
tested
EtCd1 speakerdg4* was tested
with an iPod Touch and aji Phone
313 mth a uariely of musical
styles. including same ttass-heavy
trades, as well as I Ighter classical
rttuslC to davcIop a full picture of
the capabilities 01 each Speaker
Set. Airy additional functions were
tested, but unless they related to
the iPod-centric functionality of
the dock, they weran't assinserl
as part of the linal score.

_DESKTOP iPOD SPEAKER DOCKS

SONY
SRSGU10IP
Ptilr.'L $saa
C-10 ItAtr.`,(IN`+
PHUHE 138u -37 669
WEH www sony.com.au

Sony's S ELSG U 1DIP is a pl i}siially
Iergr irnit with a fairly silaudard
';peak+lrs hehind the dock'
arrangerttem_.1nd while its
certainly Ion big and heavy to
be parttcul.irly pc)rtahle, it has
some serious prnmer behind it,
with a vi:ridor-claimed output
ni 20W - quite meaty for an
iPod -i 'aki'r dock. tmprcssiweIy',

ALTEC LANSING T612
PpICE 53151 CDHTIIci ALTEC LANSING
PNBfIE 1808 889 iBi 7 WEC www aliectar'sing.cam

The T612 places your Pod
dead cocilme of a large speaker
stack and 1s similar to the
iMT702 (see page 32) in most
re pests. except that IL omits
radial Imnn the equation In
rerurti for a ilighdy cheaper
asking price, Like the iMT702.
it's rather ]arge and resrilulcly
deskbouitd, wild no battery
option to speak nf.'rhe remote
iuuln}i is similar 113 most other
iPod dock remotes, being small

it wait Urrlk when wx'. molly
prishr_vi rlreu speakers with a
bass-]teavvaudio crack ar top-
car-bleeding volume that they
disrortwit otherwise the audio
quality was genuinely superb
for a dock in this prirw rangu_
ltk iPhtrntt uonlpatiblc- althuug]7
wnc tiring we did miss thatother
mid-pr hi etl , lucky feat ore is

and rather easy to Iose,
although ii does lienefii
frnin a p3-city Y,id[: angle
of reception. The Tit 12's
audio qualiry was very
good anti easih' on par
wish ihu similar i1+4'1702

- and for a lesser asking
price. ]l ytru're after an
tl'hcne-cirinpatiblt: dur:k.
even 1]1134h [I's otdcr
die T612 is still what wed
plump for.

any kind of inline display;
you're limited to only the
iPod's own screen. Al Ibis
medium price point. you
can't beat the SRSGLI1011',
PC Ussr iayit An BnCelterlt
Back for these who just want
good audio.

PC User i+lysi A good-quatity+
,phone-cernpatrhledetk, as tong
as you don't Heart extras.
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