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'W Sony VAIO L Series
Windows 7 and a touch PC is a winning combination.
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W e-ve seen several panel PCs over
the past year. Some were poor- quality
1h'lac clones. white others were
cheap alternatives with netbook-

Looks good; of level power. anlyaFew have pffared
e arks very Well, 'tout h' c a paoi lit ies, and i n most

Ekpfnsivt: x
4'SC TV Iljaer.

cases it ha sr',t been a great success
Previously, in order for touch to work
wellr it's had Iu Tel y gn manufacturers'

I proprietary software while rhirnslly8PJ=tAL FEATIE
1'1 '1 k!!L .S:1I:c1

VA . I L V J j L I'': r
As slmila ring V ii as Fabl at PC Lit'Irties.
The beg r one by far has been HP

Tuuh$mart but, gut an its own, it Felt
like a nnveJt y. Wrndow5 t, however,
has [hanged everything.

The new OS has been designed with
trauc.h !n rrlnd and it shows. 5any's

grand new L Serre s is the first weve
Seen To use it and it didr3l t ale long for
usto be impresse J. lt's based around
a 24 in LED, a two 2 pre£aeser and a
500G0 hafd disk.

Fiaeigating aroundthe computer
via the enhanced Task [far is a dream
but it's the mu Itime dia features that
really see improvements The firs t

It'r,lmi 'i

time to dhshth
keyboard, now that

Win? has arrived
with it.6 T. uch

runt ikon.

intuitive. if yvu want you can also
pinch, zoom and dragthe screen like
an+Phone [It's almost as responsive
too] and be prepared to start using
Internet Explorer again, as it's well
optimised For touch.

Sony still includes a great deal
ofthird-party a nd its own software.
[ontrollingthewebearn re AreSoft
We beam Companisn. whtth offers
[nhartced feature$ Ikke a geturity
monitor.Adobe-s excellent PhOtarhnp
and Preiniere Elements are inrsuded
for photo and video editing. There are
sticky note apphica [ions and Some
fun to uch-based games. VA;O Media
Gallery is a goad way to organise and
view mug lt, r lee iCd $nd pie t ores

easily; it Steps on Media Centerer's. Ives
but wor ks even h otter with couch -
al lovringyqu tit dragpietureS around
and rotate them with yntl r finger's.It
also makes quick mower out of your
photos andvrdeuswhile using your
own backgro-tlnd mtsssc.

Out review unit was very much an
engineeringeernple so we cauEdn't run
ltenc h m a rkn The Care 2 prure5 sor
managed well, butt did struggleto
be ep up on occas Ion - we'd prefer
a Nehatem-based processor. Alsa.
the Nv Idia graphics are fine for video
decoding, but don't expect ro play
anything beyona the oldest games.

Peripherals include a stylish
Riuctoeth mouse and scrabble-tile
keyboard [whicl} Feels a bit plastic]
plus a Media [enter remote.

Our main gripes meth at the fan
:sn't the quietest [it's net distracting
thouh]ai dthatarcFID'AIinpiitthat
'eatures an overseas models lent
availebFe here. Avolume button would
awe been handy ice.

Far people determined is have
n ultra-simple. highly functional
-u nputer in their horrse, andwho may
,aeC been considering an iMac, look
,his way instead. W=ndows? with
wuch cempheteFid owns tI}c iMac in

rIn s of ease of usa and Functionality.
We're looking forward to seeing HPs
atess Touh5mart fi bal. out 011i H'

slmpiy,anyone wfatl!Cwa'Ir'I b..

Nick ROSS

is Windows Media Center The new
interlace works Fenlast:cally well with
touch; dragging the large menu tap and

down and selecting Functions with the
big buttons is intu,tive and responsive.

We were dlsappomted with
the TV toher, though. Its a hybrid
digitalfanalogue model [you can
only use sac at a t rriej.Iieceseas
customers sensibly or two digital
tuners. Ffowevet. setting everything
up is rnerciFutly simple. not least
because Microsoft firlally supports
an Australian Electronic Program
Guide. However, Media [enter St1I1

can't natively watch l31u-ray, so
Sony includesWird WD for that. It all
looks gloat on the vibrent screen and
seundu great thanks to two powerful
S.SW speakers.

door her huge boon with 'tout h' ig
nteruet brmwsin g..Fter a whrle.ttte
notion of usrnga keyboard and mouse
scents are hair. ofavigattngtneough
f evourites end 5cro Iling trp and dawn
the page is lncred!bly 5 impte and
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